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_^r«^*dm^nta tn th« Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior veisioM. and Ustings. of claims in t» application: 

1 . (Previously presonted); A metliod for perfomiing bus arbitration, the metliod comprising: 
Kceiving. by a device driver layer fiom at least one application included in an application layer, a 

request to perform a device access opention on an end device on a bus. the device driver layer including 
at least one device driver fliat communicates with the end device utilizdng the bus; 

determining, by the device driver layer, whether the end device is loclted; and 
responsive to the end device not being locked, locking, by the device driver Uyer, the end device 
and performing ttie device access operation. 

2. (Original); The method of claim 1, wherem the device access operation is one of a read operation 
and a write operation. 

3. (Original): The method of claim 1, fiirtiier comprismg: 

responsive to the end device being locked, denying the device access operation. 

4. (Original): The medwd of claim 1, wherein the step of determining whetherthe end device is 
locked includes deteiminlng whelher an address of the end device is found in a list of occupied end 
devices. 

5. COrigmal): Tlie method of claim 1, wherein the step of locking the end device includes placing a 
device address of the end device in a list of occupied end devices. 

6. (Original); The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

responsive to the device access operation completing, unlocking the end device. 

7. (Original): The method of claim 6, wherein the step of unlocking the end device includes 
removing the device address fiom the list of occupied aid devices. 
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8. (Currently amended): An i^aratus for peifonning bus arbitration, the apparatas compris 

a device driver Uafgi for receiving, ftom at least one application included in an appUoation layer, a 
request to perfoim a device access operation on an end device on a bus. the device driver layer including 
at least one device driver that oommnnicates with the end device utilizing the bus; 

the device driver layer for determuiing whether the end device ia locked; and 
the device driver lay^ responsive to the end device not being locked, for lockixig die end device 
and performing the device access operation. 

9. (Original): The apparatus of daim 8, wherehi the device access operation is one of a read 
operadom and a write operation. 

10. (Original): The apparatus of claim 8. further comprising: 

means, responsive to the end device being locked, for denying the device access operation. 

1 1 . (Cunently amended): The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the ^<^viee drivw lavar [[means]] for 
determbing whedier the end device is locked includes means for detenniniiig whether an address of the 
end device is found in a list of occupied end devices. 

12. (Currently amended): The apparatus of claim 8, wherem the dcvip^ drivCT l^ver [[means]] for 
locking the end device includes means for plachig a device address of the end device in a list of occupied 
end devices. 

13. (Original): The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising: 

moans, responsive to the device access operation completing, for unlocking the end device. 

14. (Orignial): The ^iparatus of cWm 13. wherein the means for tmlockmg the end device includes 
means for removing the device address from tiie list of occupied end devices. 

15. (Previously presented): An apparatus for performing bus arbitration, the apparatus comprising: 
a bus; 

at least one ead device connected to tiie bus; 

at least one application included in an application layer, and 

a driver layer that inchides a wrapper layer the driv» layer including at least one device driver 
dist communicates vritfa ^e at least one end device utilizing the bus, 
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wherein the wrapper layer receives a request from the at least one appUoatioo to peiform a device 
access operation on the at least one end device fiom within the at least one end device on the bus, 
determines whether the at least oaie end device is locked, and, responsive to the at least one end device not 
being locked, locks tiie at least one end device and perfonns Ihe device access operation. 

16. (Currently amended): A computer program product [[, to]] and a cpmyv^er readable Biedlum in 
wSi.i1. ttw cQtiiP u t^ir pngram product is Stored a uuiun L i t e r r e adnbln mft ri h im. for perfonning bus 
Bibitration, the computer program product comprising: 

instructions for receiving, 1^ a device driver layer from at least one application included m an 
application liq^r, a request to perform a device access opeiation on an end device on a bus, the device 
driver layer including at least one device driver that communicates with the end device utilizing the bus; 
instructions for determining, by the device driver layer, whether the end device is locked; and 
instructions, responsive to the end device not being locked, for locking, by the device driver 
layer, the end device and performing the device access operation. 

17. (Original): The computer program product of claim 16, wherein the instructions for determining 
whether the end device Is locked include instructions for deterroining whether an address of flie end 
device is found in a list of oceiq>ied end devices. 

18. (Original): The computer program product of claim 1 6, herein die instructions for locking 4e 
end devi<» include instructions for placing a device address of the end device hi a list of occupied «id 
devices. 

19. (Origfaial): Tlie computer program product of claim 18, further comprising; 

mstrnctions, responsive to the device access operation completing, for unlockmg the end device. 

20. (Original): The computer program product of claim 1 9, wherein the instructions for unlocking 
the end device include instructions for removing the device address from the list of occupied end devices. 
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